[The revised NHG guideline 'COPD': a new approach with old limitations].
In April 2015, the Dutch College of General Practitioners (NHG) published a revised version of its guideline on chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. The emphasis on a thorough evaluation of complaints and symptoms, in addition to the degree of airway obstruction, is new but the old limitations encountered in the treatment of patients with COPD remain in place. Real progress can only be made once we are genuinely able to control smoking or to influence the regenerative properties of the lung.